How can we stop the hunting of Great Apes in Africa?
Short facts 

There are three so called "Great Apes": gorillas, chimpanzees and orangutans. Everyone of these three groups of apes are beeing hunted in danger of extinction. Particulary the mountaingorilla is in trouble. They are only about 650 remaining in the wild. One half live within the Virunga Volcanoes of Zaire, and the other half live in the Bwindi Forest of Uganda. The other gorilla subspecies are many more, the western lowland gorilla, who live in western Africa are over 100,000 left, and the eastern lowland gorillas, who live in eastern Zaire, are at least 10,000 remaining in the wild. The western lowland gorilla is the one mostly seen in captivity and in museum collections.

   The Orangutans live in Asia, in Borneo and Sumatra. The orungutan population is 25,000.

   The common chimpanzee lives in 20 countries accross equatorial Africa. The population in known locations is 20,000 - highest estimates 200,000. The bonobo, who is a pigmy chimpanzee, lives only in Zaire and its population is estimated at less than 20,000.

   As we can see by these facts many Great apes are in bad trouble. 

National parks
The last few years it has actually looked a little brighter for the mountaingorillas. For the first time since the 1920ies they are increasing in number again. This is due to a profitable gorillatourism that has been established. The gorillas in Bwindi nationalpark have fast become Ugandas most important touristattraction. 12% of the income from the gorillatourism go to the kindred villages. 1995 it gave 50,000 USD. The money goes to the things that the villagers think is important, for example schools and clinics. In this way the villagers can feel that the gorillas are of use to them, and that they should not kill them. 

   Bwindi National Park was established in 1991 and covers 330 km2. The territory became a forestreservation as early as 1930, but since then about 60% of the forest has disappeared. The gorillatourism started for real in 1993. Three years later the number of visitors was up to 3600 in one year. 

A tragical mistake was made when the park was founded. Before it lived a pygmytribe in the forest, called BaTwa. The people who lived in the villages around the forest believed that BaTwa possessed magical power, and were scared for them. This made the people stay away from the forest. But when the park was established, the BaTwa tribe was driven out from the forest, since no hunting were allowed. BaTwa had always hunted in the forest, now they could not do that anymore and a whole culture was destroyed. The only thing that protects the forest now is the gorillas in combination with the tourism. 

   Kibale forest, which was founded in 1994 and covers 766 km2, is one of the few places in the world where you can visit living chimpanzees in the wild, with almost a 100%-chance to see them. The chimps here are familiarized with visits in the similar way as the gorillas in Bwindi. Before these chimps ran away, wise from their earlier experiences. Today they sit in the trees without running, letting them self be watched. 

Before the nationalpark was established it was promised that 75% of the revenues from the park would go to the villages around the park. This was unrealistic of course, now they are given 25% instead. But noone has yet seen any money and many are suspicious. Now the villagers can not go into the forest and collect fruits and other important things. If the villagers get nothing from the park, it is a big risk that they start to hunt illegally. But if the villagers get the money from the park, they should understand that hunting is not nessessary, and that they only would destroy for themself in the long term. Then the Great apes and other animals could live in harmony with the humans. 

   If parks as Kibale and Bwindi are beeing establish in other places in Africa the future of the Great apes should be bright. 

Problems
Africas population is increasing fast. That is a big problem. The many people need to eat, and cut the rainforest away to be able to grow food. Sooner or later there are no forest left, and then there are no apes or other animals left either. Maybe the only thing that could be done to stop this development is to get the African people to understand that it is no good with a very big family. Many men have more than one wife, and that means that they will have a lot of children to feed. And for these families it do not matter if they eat gorillameat or destroy the rainforest. 

When the African people where asked if they could think of eating gorillameat, about 80% said yes. That attitude must be changed...

   The hunting for bush meat has been tradition for centuries in Africa, but now when the logging companies are operating deep in the rain forest it has been a dramatic increase of killed animals. Before whereas hunters hunted to feed their own family, now they are setting up camps at logging townships and hunt for money. The logging companies are also cutting deep tracks into the forest, which makes it possible for the hunters to hunt in places where they could not hunt before.

What could be done- solutions
In most Africa countries the hunting and sale of gorillas and other species in danger, is officially illegal, but the government are not doing much to stop the bush meat trade.

One thing that could be done to try to stop the hunting is to stop the selling of the guns and the ammonition, which is used in the hunt. The African company MACC is the largest producer of shotgun cartridges in the region and they indicated, after they heard that their products were used in the bush meat hunt, that they might withdraw their cartridges from the market. This would make the now accessible cartridges a lot more difficult to get, and the hunters might also resort to using more traditional weapons such as nets and bows and arrows. With those kind of weapons it is unlikely that the same numbers of apes would be killed.

There are many solutions to solve the "Great ape crisis", the one above were just one of them. All of them must sooner or later be accomplished, so that the Great apes can continue live in the African forests, without a risk of being killed.

Some other important things that must be done to save the Great apes:

1. Bush meat campaign- organize groups that learn people about Great apes and why they are important to the African society and inhabitants.

2. African wildlife protection programs- establish permanent wildlife protection teams for parks and reserves. These groups will inform people about ecologic and health risks, encourage alternatives to bushmeat hunting and eating, and make the people follow the wildlife laws.

3. Wildlife protector education- set up projects to recruit, train and employ bushmeat hunters as park guards, field assistants, tour guides and teachers. 

4. Bushmeat orphan recovery- start projects where people seek and save ape orphans in hunting camps, homes, businesses and zoos. 

5. Bushmeat alternatives- develop alternative foodsources, forest product and service businesses that do not destruct the forest, ecologically farms, and start bushmeat-free markets and restaurants.

If we can all start working together we can make the world a better place for the Great apes- our closest relatives...
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